ak 


$* Sm, 
=——_ . 


True Account 
OF THE 


* 

"Bo 
' | ; 
» 


"Mx Mar ' Carlin: © Z CO 3 
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7 a Seſſions in the- Old-Bayly, 


' Thurſaay the 4th of Jane, 1663. 


Þ She being Indifted by the Name of 
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Publiſhed for Her Vindication, at Her own Requeſt, 
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ASLSSISSLASSLSES 


The Tryal of Mi. Mary Carl- 
_ ron, ſhe being Indicted by the 


nameof A1ary Marnders, alias 


Stedman. | 


X Eqdneſday the 3d,of Twne. Mr,George ( arl- 
fon being bound to pre ecute his Son's 
Wife, Mris, Mary Carton, his Daugh- 


ter in Law, She was ter for f.om the 
Gate-Houſeat Weſtmirſter, where ſhe wa- kept a priſoner, before 
the Bench at the Sefſions 1n the Oli-Baily : The Pritoner being 
ſurprizec as to time, nor knowing of the Pleaſure of che Bench, 
one hout before her beirg ſent fo;, the moved for Time: that (he 
might confider of her Defence, ard provide her elf of ſuch 
Witneſſes as ſhe ſhould procuce, by all which, ſhe doubted 
not but ſhe ſhould avoid the Envious and Malicious Proſecution 
of her Adverſaries; who made her a MalcfaRor by cheir Con- 
—_ pot by any A& or Thing that ſhe had done or Com- 
mitted. 

Upon her Modeſt and well-exprefſed Motion, rhe Court Oc- 
dered her Appearance on rhe next Day at 9g. of the Clock in 
the Morning, being Th«rſday the 4th of 54.e, And (he was 
Commirred to the Cuſtody of the Keeper of New-Gate, where 
wich Reſpe& ſhe was Civilly Treated, and ber New Reli- 
dence was Frequented with divers Perſor.s of Qu lity of both 


es, 
Thurſday, at 9. of the Clock in the Morning , She wag 


brought by her Keeper to the Barr, and Silence being made,' 


the Jucy was Sworn, and the Wincſles were called, 21s, 7 awes 
Nott Sarah Williams, Mr. George Carlien the Lides, The 


: A 2 Court 


| 4 
Court with great Patience Raid the proſecution above an hour 
and. 2 half, 4n- regard Mr. George Carieon alledged be was nox 
ready with his Witneſſes. After which, the Court proceeded, 
and acquainted Mr, Carlton, That they were not bound to ſt1y 
ſo long as they had al;eacy ; but he-was bound to bg providgd ta. 
pro Ccure, | : 

Tie Inditment was Read, which was to this Effet ; Thu 
ſhe had ar ſeveral nimes married ſeveral perſons that were'now 
living ; That (he.had married in St. Meldreds Parith in Cax- 
terbury ſome years laft paſt, one Thomas Studman, a Shoe-maker - 
now livingz And thatin e4pr1/ laſt paſt the had Feloniouſly 
married one John: Carlton, againlt the Stacute 1n that Caſe made- , 
and provided, BE; 

Fames Nott was ſworn, and ſaid, Thar the Prif6ner was nygr- 
ried in the place aforeſaid, unto one Thomas Stedrvan, and who 
is now 4live, and would have come up) if hz had had Money to. 
ve born his Charges ; and ch.r he gave her in Macriage: 
That ſhe was born at Canterbury, and that her Father in Law his 
N*:me was Richard Foord. 

| He being asked, If he knew her own Father and Mother ; He 
ſhid, No, And further ſaid, That ir. was about a Week o: a 
Fertnighr before the AR for Marriages by Juſtices of the Pexce 
we: put in Execurion, | 

The: Lord Chief Juſtice ask'c Notr, What were the words 
uſed in the Marriage ? 'He anſwered, That be way ſo yourgythat 
he could not remember that. | 

Witham Clark_Sworn, 

Said, Thar there was an Indi&ment agairft her at Dover, for 
marrying of one Day, after Stedman, and that ſhe was praſecu-. 

redby Stedman, of which ſhe was cl-ared, 

Mr, George Cariton the Elder being (worn, gave in Evidence, 
That he ſaw her Husband at Dover. Being asked, Whether he 
knew bim to be her Husband ? He anſwered, That he could not 
ſwear if, | | 

q s Nett gave further Evidence, That ſhe had two Children. 
by Stedman, | | 

Mr. George (arlton the Elder being asks, If he had any thing. 
further to ſay, acquainted che Courr, That he had nhs Bs: 

| egiſter- 


e 
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Regiger-Book of the Pariſh Church of St, Afeldred!, Canterbury, 
bu; could nor find any ſuch Matriage Regiltred, And further ſaid, 
That iba preſent Parſon of the Pariſh did ul him, That the Clerk.of the 
ſaid Place was often gurtty of neglett m that kind, 
| Mr. George Carlton the younger being Sworn, ſaid, That the Pci- 
ſone: ac che Barg was Warcied unto his Brother, Jer (ark ov, in 
' April laſts in Greas $6, Barthalomews, : | 
. Mr, Smithche Parſon that married them there.gave in.Evidence, 
Thac he married Mr, Jels Carlin and the Priſoner at the Bur in 
April lalts by the Book of. Common-Prajer, and had a Licence p:0- 
duced c6 him for his Warrant ;. the Pciforer craving lzave to ſpeak, 
ſaid, Sie acknowledged that (he was married.co Mr. Carltez, at the 
time» and in che manner as is beſoce expreficd ; rherefore they mighr 
ſays themſelves che Labour, and che Honourable Bznch ihe c:ouble 
of fur.ber Proof inthat Caſe. 

Mr. George C a-liow the elder being askt, If he had any other 
Evidgnce co oftr, anſwered, Thac he had more Wicnzfles£o prove 
the Prifon:r being marcied to other perſons. The Bench Replyed, 
Thar caere could be nothing given in Evidence that was concained 
ig the Indimenc :. The Court ask: Not, Who were with him be-- 
ſides at che Wedding he mentioned in bis Evidence z he (aid, Thac 
there was Mr, dan, the Parſon that married them, the Sexton, rh 
Priſeners Siſter, and himſelf chat Gave her, 

Some of the Jury deſired che Court to ask Note, How old be was 
now : he an{wered, That he wag one or ewo and thirty years of Age, 
Mr. Carkox beipg ask, If he had any more Witneſſes, anſwered, No. . 

The Priſoner ft ndivg all this while at the Barre, not once incer- 
rupting or difturbing the Evidence of the other fide, the Court call- 
ing upon her to make her defence,ſhe wichour any (ign of adilturb-- 
edthought, or-the reſemblance of an unquiet migd , did in a moſt. 
excellenc deliberate compoſed manner,addreſs hes ſelf corhe Bench 
iD this ſort: | ; 

My Lord , ” 1nthe firſt place, I do with all due reſpef and ſubmſ- 

fron, bumbly # knw your Lordſhip, ard this Honowrable Bench » nit to - 
imgpute any thing that I (hall ſay to corfidence, ins rather to the 
neceſſety that lyeth wpart me, to makg noy defence for my life. A thing that 
wil ſuſiciently oblige any to wake the beſt defence they can : but that doth 
not we-gh ſo noch with ww, as that which is very whit as dcar ts me 45: 
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My Lord , It is my Reputation and my mocency, that ncourageth wa 
to ſpeak. before your Lordſhip at this time, and it 15 that which productth 
corfidence in me, that as I ans innocent of the thing urged pon me by thryy, 
the 7 wſlice and Reaſon of you before whom 1 ſtand,” bythe which 1 hope to 
be scquitted and rendred to the World what ] am, not what my preſecmtors 
would have the World to believe me to be, My Lord, 7 ſhall not trouble 
you with any thing impertirent , nor with ary things that related to theſe 
af aires more then reeds ] mmf : therefore my Lord, I dobaw- 
bly ammuarrt your Lordfhip, that old Mr. Carlton did rather deſign upon 
me, then I upon bim, to ſay nothing of what paſſed before I was married 
to his Son, of wh'ch there was enough to demmitrate that evidently, ſo 
forn as I was married to his Son, he deſired me to make over my Eſtate 
to bis Son, to ſatisfie the World that was ſomewl'at am»ſed and i doubt of 


what it ſeems they had ſpread abroad for their own R-putation : } an- 


ſwered him , Sit ,1 ſhall not diſ-irveSt my ſelf of my Eft ate, will 1 
dre. | 

Mr. Carlton intercepted my Letters, by that underſtood how my 
Eftare did lie, that he had thar expeRtation of wh:t I had) , is farther 
evident;for his Son came to me,pretending to be a perſon of Ho- 
nour and great quality, and the berrec ro accomodate himielf in hig 
application to we, he borrowed his Brother Georges Cloak, ic is the 
ſame he hath on his back in Court before, your Lordſhip ; and if 
any be deceived, I am. 

My Lord , If chat they could but have been inſured that I had 
been the perſon as to Eftace, char they imagined me to be, your 
Lordthip ſhould not have been troubled act this time , in theſe mar» 
rersAif I underfiand them arighr , they would have been contented 
ro have practiſed concealment , in caſe I had had more then one 
Hasband.. Inftead of this defamation that I am loaded with, 
my Lord, my ctime is, chit I have not an Eftare, or art 
leaſt ſuch aone as they imagined ic to be; therefore my Lord, 
I fay, I am brought at this time to this place ; Andrhete- 
fore, my Lord, were my Jewels ſeized to defray the Charge of 
their expenfive courting of me. To colour whart they have cone, 
they fix the Offences of ſowe Woman of Camerbury,a perſon thar 
may be dead,or gone our of the Land for ought I know,upon me:rke 
place I know nor,a place that I am a ſtranger unto;if that had not bin 
ſo, they have bad timg encugh fince my firR Commitment co have 
produced 
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prodi:ced more Evidence then any that ha.has yet bzen urged- be- 
fore Your Lordſhip :\.My Lord, They brand me for marrying of a 
Shoo-make:, and ano:her ſad piece of Mortalicy, a Brick-l1yer. 
My Lord, My Soul abhorrech (uch a thoughc, and never was ac- 


 commodated wi-h ſuch Condiſcention, to move in ſo low an O þ, 


My Lord, by all: thai 1 can obſerve of. the Perſons that appear 
againſt me, thzy may be divided into two ſorts ; the one of them 
come againſt me for want of Wit, the other for want of Mony, 

Thx Mony hath been proffered.co ſubborn ſome againlt me, I 
have Witneſs to prove. 

Bz(ides, my Lord, I know not what priſons or de Þ*cable places 
they have Rak'd for Wicneſl2s: ſome of the Witneſſes I am Cre; 
their Preſence and Aſpe& rendreth them to be ſome fuch petſons, 
My Lord, When old Mr. Carlton ſawth ut he could not obgain; his 
End of me, he threatned me with a Juſtice,. and a Priſon; and 
the Juſfice bound him over co pro'ecure me ; he muſt m:ke ih: beſt 
of it; and. therefore ic is no wonder tht be reparreih co ſvch me:ns 
and Inftruments to effet my.Ruine. | | 

My Lord,.I: defire that. my. Witneſl:s may. be called. 

Aargaret Win (aid, "Sp | 

Thar ſhe coming to the Gate-Howſe to ſee her husband, being a 
Priſoner there for Debr, one pretended that he came to' ſee his 
Wife thete, named Mary Mauders, Upon that, ſhe took upon her 
to perſonace the ſaid Perſon he asked for: He aid, 1, 'ti5 true. 
thon art that unhappy FPoman that ] married, The which perion (be 
never ſaw before in her life.. ; 

Mr, Ed, Bajly, Deputy-Keeper of the Gate-Howſe, ſaich, That he. 
hath heard 4o People, at the leaſt, of Canterbury, ancient Liversand 
Inhabicants chece, ſay, That the P:iſoner at the Barr they never. 
knew, nor did ever ſee her,before they came to ſce her inthe Ga'e- 
Houſe, upon the Fatce.chat was ſpread abyoad of her bejng ban. ac. 
Canterbury, and hei having aGed juch a part at Canterbury, ' 

The Lord Chief Juſtice - was pleaſed to ask the Priſoner, Where 
ſbe was Born ? She anſwered, I» Germany, He ask'd her, Where ? 
She ſaid, At Coley, 

Mr. Clark was askt by the Court, Phether he conld prove,or ſwear, 
Thai the Priſoner at the Barr were the Mary Mauders that was Tryed 
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#t Dover > He anſwered, Thar he could nor, neicher prove it,nor 
ſwear it himſelf ; for he was a ſtranger ro the whale Buſineſs, ; 
.” The Priſoner perceiving the ſteight Evidence,and chat (he needed 
not eirher to ſay more, or offer more evidence in het behalf, ſub- 
mired her Cauſe to the Bench and ſury.. 

Lipon her being askt by the Bench, Jf ſhe bad mor to ſay ; She 
Replyed, No. 


The Courc gave Inftru&ions to the Jury as followeth : 

EFuſt, The Indictment was Briefly recued, 

And as to the Evidence, the Courc obſerved, That there was 
but one Witneſs co prove the Indiftment, and that he could not re- 
member the manner of Marriage, nor the words uſed there, 

eArnd if that (he had betn Married, and had tao C birldven, and tht 
the Jury fhall believe that Single Eardence, That he bath ſworn aright, 
bes to dye. | 

Tou 7 Gentlemen of the Tury, beard of a Troall agauft her, for 
having had T wo Husbands before, me Stedmat, and Day, ar. one time, 
and that from aj nry-7Man that wii wyon the 7 wr 48 the. ſand Tryel ; 
yt be cannot ſwear, That this ts the Woman, © 


The Jury wem forthy and continned abſent a quarter of an hour: | 
Upon their Return, and Silence being made, che Jury being. called 
over, they wete'agke as.che Cuſtom is, ho fhenld ſay for they | 
They anſwered, 'The Fore-Mfan, - EDIT 
' The Court askt, #hether they found the Prifoner Gailey, or ne 


? 
The Fore-Man anſwered, Ner Gasiry, Upon which,chere was 
4 a Gre:t Shour of the People. | Ss OO - 
The Priſoner after Silence being made, moved: me: Courr, That 
they would Order rhe Reflor:tion of het Jewels, *: They anſwered, 
That ſhe hail Ownett My. Catlton for hey Haubund, be muſt foe for" 
them, if Old Mr. Citron ſhall dewythe delivery of thims, | 
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